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Carjackings, for example, 
dropped about 50% in 
2024 and are down again 
this year. More than 
half of those arrested, 
however, are juveniles, 
and the extent of those 
punishments is a point of 
contention for the Trump 
administration.

Bowser, a Democrat, 
spent much of Trump’s 
first term in office open-
ly sparring with the 
Republican president. 
She fended off his initial 
plans for a military pa-
rade through the streets 
and stood in public oppo-
sition when he called in 
a multi-agency flood of 
federal law enforcement 
to confront anti-police 
brutality protesters in 
summer 2020. She later 
had the words “Black 
Lives Matter” painted in 
giant yellow letters on 
the street about a block 
from the White House.

In Trump’s second 
term, backed by Republi-
can control of both hous-
es of Congress, Bowser 
has walked a public 
tightrope for months, 
emphasizing common 
ground with the Trump 
administration on issues 
such as the successful 
effort to bring the NFL’s 
Washington Command-
ers back to the District 
of Columbia.

She watched with 
open concern for the city 
streets as Trump finally 
got his military parade 
this summer. Her deci-
sion to dismantle Black 
Lives Matter Plaza ear-
lier this year served as a 

neat metaphor for just 
how much the power dy-
namics between the two 
executives had evolved.

Now that fraught 
relationship enters 
uncharted territory 
as Trump has followed 
through on months of 
what many D.C. officials 
had quietly hoped were 
empty threats. The new 
standoff has cast Bowser 
in a sympathetic light, 
even among her longtime 
critics.

“It’s a power play and 
we’re an easy target,” 
said Clinique Chapman, 
CEO of the D.C. Justice 
Lab. A frequent critic of 
Bowser, whom she accus-
es of “over policing our 
youth” with the recent 
expansions of Wash-
ington’s youth curfew, 
Chapman said Trump’s 
latest move “is not about 
creating a safer D.C. It’s 
just about power.”

Where the power  
actually lies

Bowser contends that 
all the power resides with 
Trump and that her ad-
ministration can do little 

other than comply and 
make the best of it. The 
native Washingtonian 
spent much of Monday’s 
press conference tying 
Trump’s takeover to the 
larger issue of statehood 
for the District of Co-
lumbia. As long as Wash-
ington remains a federal 
enclave with limited 
autonomy under the 1973 
Home Rule Act, she said, 
it will remain vulnerable 
to such takeovers.

“We know that access 
to our democracy is tenu-
ous,” Bowser said. “That 
is why you have heard me, 
and many many Washing-
tonians before me, advo-
cate for full statehood for 
the District of Columbia.”

Section 740 of the 
Home Rule Act allows 
the president to take over 
Washington’s police for 
48 hours, with possible 
extensions to 30 days, 
during times of emergen-
cies. No president has 
done so before, said Mon-
ica Hopkins, executive 

director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union’s 
D.C. chapter.

“That should alarm 
everyone,” she said, “not 
just in Washington.”

For Trump, the effort 
to take over public safety 
in Washington reflects 
an escalation of his ag-
gressive approach to law 
enforcement. The District 
of Columbia’s status as 
a congressionally estab-
lished federal district 
gives him a unique oppor-
tunity to push his tough-
on-crime agenda, though 
he has not proposed solu-
tions to the root causes of 
homelessness or crime.

“Let me be crystal 
clear,” Attorney General 
Pam Bondi said during 
Trump’s announcement 
news conference. “Crime 
in D.C. is ending and end-
ing today.”

The action fits a  
presidential pattern

Trump’s declaration of 

a state of emergency fits 
the general pattern of 
his second term in office: 
He has declared states 
of emergency on issues 
ranging from border 
protection to economic 
tariffs, enabling him to 
essentially rule via execu-
tive order. In many cases, 
he has moved forward 
while the courts sorted 
them out.

Bowser’s claims about 
successfully driving 
down violent crime rates 
received backing earlier 
this year from an unlike-
ly source. Ed Martin, 
Trump’s original choice 
for U.S. attorney for the 
District of Columbia, 
issued a press release in 
April hailing a 25% drop 
in violent crime rates 
from the previous year.

“Thanks to the leader-
ship of President Trump 
and the efforts of our 
‘Make D.C. Safe Again’ 

initiative, the District has 
seen a significant decline 
in violent crime,” Martin 
said. “We are proving 
that strong enforcement, 
and smart policies can 
make our communities 
safer.”

In May, Trump aban-
doned his efforts to get 
Martin confirmed for the 
post in the face of oppo-
sition in Congress. His 
replacement candidate, 
former judge and former 
Fox News host Jeanine 
Pirro, was recently con-
firmed. On Monday, Pirro 
– standing next to Trump 
– called his takeover “the 
step that we need right 
now to make criminals 
understand that they are 
not going to get away 
with it anymore.”

Associated Press writ-
ers Lindsay Whitehurst 
and Alanna Durkin 
Richer contributed to this 
report.

Still, redrawing gerry-
mandered districts before a 
midterm isn’t illegal. The 
U.S. Supreme Court in a 2019 
case ruled that federal judges 
have no authority to decide 
whether partisan gerryman-
dering goes too far. State 
supreme courts could make 
a ruling, but some have also 
determined they don’t have 
the authority to regulate ger-
rymandering.

The one exception is maps 
that divide up districts based 
on race, which in some cases 
have been determined to vio-
late the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.

Partisan practice
Political tampering with 

voting maps isn’t unique to 
either major party. Both blue 

and red states where one party 
controls the legislature and 
governor’s seat have histori-
cally gerrymandered maps in 
favor of their party.

Today, deep red states like 
Texas and Florida and deep 
blue states like Illinois and Or-
egon still have hyper-partisan 
congressional districts, accord-
ing to The Gerrymandering 
Project at Princeton Universi-
ty. In total, 15 states received 
a failing grade on drawing 
congressional district maps 
without partisan motives.

What makes the escalating 
redistricting showdown dif-
ferent from past efforts is the 
deep current political polar-
ization in which both parties 
see each other as disloyal en-
emies, argued Kirby Goidel, 
a political scientist at Texas 
A&M University.

“Part of it is rooted in this 
idea that the people that I 
don’t agree with, the people of 
the other party, aren’t Amer-
icans who want the best for 
America,” he said. “They’re 
evil. They’re bad. They’re 
cheaters.”

Hayden Padgett, chairman 
of the Young Republican 
National Federation, lives in 
Plano, Texas. He argued that 
the new congressional map is 
“more in line” with what the 
average Texas voter wants. 
He called Democrats who have 
fled the state “untrustworthy 
partners” who refuse to work 
with Republicans.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, a 
Democrat, on Sunday called 
Trump a “cheater” during an 
interview with NBC News, 
and said the new Texas map 
violates the Voting Rights Act 
and the Constitution.

Republicans “know that 
they’re going to lose (Con-
gress) in 2026, so they’re 
trying to steal seats. ... That 
is what these Texas Demo-

crats are trying to stand up 
against,” Pritzker said.

In California, legislators 
have said they plan to unveil 
this week a proposed new 
congressional map favoring 
Democrats. The map would be 
decided on by voters during a 
special election in November.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som on Monday told Trump in 
a letter that his state would 
call off its potential plan if 
the president ended efforts 
in Texas and other GOP-led 
states to redraw their maps. 
Newsom called Republicans’ 
efforts an “unprecedented” at-
tempt to rig the 2026 election.

“You are playing with fire, 
risking the destabilization of 
our democracy, while knowing 
that California can neutralize 
any gains you hope to make,” 
Newsom wrote.

Garcia with the Hispanic 
Republican Club of North 
Texas argued the ability 
to gerrymander means the 
Trump-led tactic is fair game 
in order to keep a majority in 

the House.
She said Democrats have 

“done even worse things” to 
gain power, and it only makes 
sense Republicans do the 
same.

“Why can’t we do what we 
need to do with Texas?” she 
said. “We’re just trying to 
help our party wherever we 
can.”

But Goidel, the Texas A&M 
political scientist, worries 
that such an attitude could 
spell disaster for American 
democracy. Voters lose trust 
in the government when they 
believe the system is rigged, 
he noted.

If states across the nation 
start redrawing voter maps as 
part of a partisan power grab, 
that distrust could reach a 
fever pitch, Goidel cautioned.

“I don’t see how we end up 
at 2026 without a loss of faith 
in fair-and-free elections,” he 
said. “People will see it’s not 
fair. Everything’s a game of 
just trying to manipulate the 
outcome.”
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“I think, by kids who 
don’t know the ending,” 
Parker said. “Of course, the 
‘I Survived’ series is very 
popular. ‘Wings of Fire.’”

American Fidelity is the 
main sponsorship partner 
for the program. Parker 
said he wasn’t aware if the 
Thunder’s recent success 
was driving more attention 
to the bus, which he said 
was already pretty popu-
lar, especially in the metro 
area.

“From last season to 
two seasons ago, we went 
out about two days a 

week. This last season, we 
started going out three 
days a week, so we got a 
full schedule,” he said. 
“Typically, we don’t get 
the chance to go out this 
far during school year but 
during the summer, can 
make it out to places like, 
Stillwater, Lawton, Meek-
er.”

The Stillwater Public Ed-
ucation Foundation orga-
nized the afternoon event. 
SPEF is a nonprofit that 
partners with the school to 
provide things like grants 
and equipment.

“I looked into ways the 
Thunder could be involved 
in the school district. Saw 
the bus, wanted to do a 
back-to-school event. All 
the elementary students 

have Meet the Teacher 
Night (Tuesday), this was 
just a welcome back to 
school,” SPEF Executive 
Director Emily Lewis said.

The Cowgirl Softball 
team was there signing 
autographs and there were 
giveaways provided by 
Foundation partners Banc-
First and Oklahoma Com-
munity Credit Union.

“It was just kind of an 
idea, and hopefully some-
thing we can grow into now 
that we have this awesome 
space,” she said.

SPEF will have its an-
nual fundraiser banquet 
Sept. 23, and still has spon-
sorships available. More 
information can be found 
at spef.stillwaterschools.
com/.

BEAU SIMMONS/STILLWATER NEWS PRESS
The Stillwater Public Education Foundation hosted the Rolling Thunder 
Book Bus at Block 34 Tuesday.
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More than just a Pharmacy

• Gifts • Cosmetics • Sweets
• Senior Citizen Discounts
• Always a Friendly Smile

After Hours Prescription Fills
742-2872

825 S. WALNUT • 405-372-7900 tigerdrug.com • M-F 8-8 • Sat. 8-6 • Closed Sunday

Stop in Today!

Still accepting

Phillips Agency
715 S. Husband, Suite 7 • Stillwater, OK

405-743-0053

www.lewphillipsagency.com

Great Coverage
& Affordable?

Our Clients
Get BOTH! The solution is right here

Local insurance solutions for

Home • Auto • Business

Visit: 139 S Main St Call: (405) 334-5477

GET STARTED ONLINE

LUMBER • PAINT SUPPLIES • SIDING
SHEET METAL • HARDWARE •WINDOWS - DOORS
CONCRETE STEPS • MOBILE HOME SUPPLIES

1524 E. 6th • Stillwater • 405-743-4486

IF WE DON’T
HAVE IT,

WE CAN GET IT.

Treasures
Await!

• Sofas • Tables

• Chairs • Beds

• Mattresses

• Desks • Lamps

• Clothing • Books

& more!

Central Oklahoma Adult
& Teen Challenge

Your Support
Changes Lives!

(405-332-5671)

TWO LOCATIONS:
913 E. 6th • Stillwater

1016 E Airport • Stillwater
LARGE DONATIONS?
(schedule FREE pickup)
(405-332-5671)
www.superthriftok.com

or follow us on:
COATCSuperThrift

(see the latest arrivals!)
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